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1 

Carriers for hand tools or the like. 

This invention relates to carriers. Hore 
part icularly, the invention relates to portable carriers 
for hand tools and the like. The invention nay well be 
applicable to carriers for articles oth'er than hand tools 
including carriers for displaying a variety of small goods 
for sale. 

Previous proposals for carriers for hand tools include 
tool cases formed of metal or plastic / and generally 
similar in structure to a brief case, with provision of 
locating means for the tools on the base of the case, and 
on the opening door. 

However, these proposals provide only limited capacity 
for properly located tools within the case. Of course, 
further tools could be placed loose in the carrier after 
all locating stations have been filled. However, this is 
contrary to the purpose of the carrier, namely the 
convenient carrying of tools and their presentation in 
readily accessible form for use. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a portable carrier for hand tools and the like 
offering improvements in relation to matters discussed 
above, or generally. 

According to the invention there is provided a 
portable carrier for hand tools and the like as claimed in 
the accompanying claims. 

An embodiment of the invention will now be described 
by way of example with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which : 



WO 90/08631 



PCT/GB90/00172 



Fig 1 shows, purely diagrammaticaUy, a perspective 
view of a portable carrier for hand tools according to the 
invention; and 

Figs 2 to 7 show, diagrammatically, plan views of the 
six tool-Locating surfaces provided in the carrier of Fig 
1. 

As shown in the drawings, there is provided a portable 
carrier 10 for hand tools and the like. Carrier 10 
comprises first and second closure members 12, 14. The 
closure members define a space 16 within the carrier 10 to 
receive hand tools or the like. The closure members are 
movable by pivoting relative to each other, in the 
directions indicated by arrows P, to open and close the 
carrier. 

In defining the space 16, closure members 12 and 14 
cooperate with an open frame member 20 which forms a 
stiffening structure for the carrier. Frame 20 is 
generally rectangular and includes a metal rectangular 
stiffening member (not seen as such in Fig 1) extending 
around its periphery, and having secured thereto a carrying 
handle 22. Frame member 20 has a covering of polyester or 
nylon or canvas flexible sheet material. This same 
material likewise covers the closure members 12 and 14, on 
their exterior surfaces, and serves to provide an 
attractive and hardwearing external surface for the entire 
carrier. Extending along the peripheral edges of frame 
member 20 (on both its sides), and on closure members 12 
and 14, are zip fasteners indicated diagrammatically at 24, 
or the like, whereby the closure members can be secured to 
the frame member in the closed condition of the carrier. 
The entire assembly is conveniently carried in the hand by 
a user. 



Two internal locating panels or frames 26, 28 are 
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positioned between the closure members 12, 14 to provide 
locating means for hand tools or the Like additional to 
such tool locating means provided on the closure members 
themselves. In this embodiment, the locating panels or 
frames are positioned, each between its closure member and 
the central frame member. In alternative constructions, it 
would be possible to provide the locating panels or frames, 
adjacent each other on the same side of the carrier, or 
indeed in other arrangements, the frame member 20 might not 
be provided, or might form part of one of the closure 
members. Only one locating panel or frame might be 
required in some arrangements, or indeed, more than two. 

In this embodiment, the panel or frame members 26, 28 
are pivotally mounted on the main structure of the carrier, 
and means is provided for supporting them in an upright 
position in the open condition of the carrier, whereby hand 
tools or the like thereon are displayed for access thereto. 

For this purpose, frame member 20, which forms a 
stiffening structure for the carrier 10, is arranged to 
extend generally upwardly in the open condition of the 
carrier, as shown in Fig 1, and quick-attach connection 
means is provided to connect the frame member 20 to the 
internal panel or frame members 26, 28. The connection 
means is indicated in Fig 1, diagrammatical ly, by the 
reference numerals 30, the same arrangement being provided 
for both of the locating panels or frames. The connection 
means may comprise snap or pop type fasteners, velcro or 
otherwise. 

In the open condition of the carrier, indicated in Fig 
1, the closure members 12 and 14 can extend horizontally 
and may be held in such position by the weight of the tools 
located thereon, as described below. In this condition, 
the frame member 20 is stabilized in its upwardly extending 
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position, and the connection means 30 can then serve to 
secure either or both of the panel or frame members 26, 28 
in their upright positions. 

Turning now to the arrangements for Locating the hand 
tools or the like within the carrierMO, reference is 
directed to Figs 2 to 7 which show the six surfaces 
provided by the two closure members 12, 14 and the two 
opposite sides of each of the panel members 26, 28. 

It will be noted that in Figs 2 to 7, which simply 
show plan views of the arrangements of hand tools on the 
cLosure members and locating panels, the peripheral shape 
of the structure is, of course, the same in each case. 
Thus, the arrangement of tools thereon is purely a matter 
of choice. Nominally, in these views, Figs 2 and 7 show 
the closure members 12 and 14, respectively, while Figs 3 
and 4 show opposite sides of panel 26, and Figs 5 and 6 
show opposite sides of panel 28. It will be understood 
that there is some merit in choosing to locate the heavier 
tools, such as an electric drill 32 (and its associated 
drill bits located in a pocket 34), together with 
adjustable spanners 36 and wrenches 38 on the closure 
members 12 and 14, rather than on the panels 26 and 28, 
though this is by no means an essential requirement. 

The means for locating the hand tools, and associated 
accessories, on the closure members and panels is by means 
of resilient band-form tool locating members, secured at 
one end to the panel or closure member, and which stretch 
to accommodate the tool in question, and may be fixed or 
detachably secured at their other ends to the closure 
member or panel. Thus, for example, electric drill 32 is 
located in position by placing it on closure member 14, 
approximately where shown, and taking the two resilient 
tool locating bands 40, which are fixed to closure member 
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14 at their ends 42, and stretching them over the relevant 
portions of the drill, and then securing their other ends 
to the closure member by quick attach connection means such 
as velcro or a press-type fastener at end 44. A similar 
node of attachment is adopted for locating the power cable 
46 for the drill, and its key 48. 

The method of Locating drill 32 is similar to that 
adopted for the other hand tools, subject to minor 
modifications. Thus, the method of location is indeed the 
same for hammers 50, spirit level 52, spanners 54, torch 
56, extension cable 58, hack saw 60, pliers 62, pincers 64 
and several other items. In the case of chisels 66 and 
screw drivers 68, it may not be necessary to provide for 
detachabi li ty of one end of the tool locating band or 
strap. The linear nature of the tool element may enable 
same to be inserted without detachment. 

A further feature of the system for locating tools and 
their accessories provides for detachabi lity of containers 
for certain items. Thus, the pocket 34 for the drill bits 
is detachably secured in place by means of velcro or other 
quick attach fastening means. Likewise the containers 70 
for screws, nails, tacks and washers. The containers 
themselves could be directly fastened to the panels and/or 
closure members, or located in pockets which are thus 
fastened. 

Interestingly, the above embodiment provides a 
portable carrier for hand tools and the like which is of 
simple and relatively inexpensive construction. Its 
carrying capacity is up to three times that of previous 
proposals, so far as properly located tools are concerned. 
The tools can be readily displayed in an accessible 
fashion. Whichever. of the panels is required can be 
secured to frame member 20 by means of fasteners 30, 
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according to the job being carried out. The tools are 
secured on both sides of the panel members. Thus, for the 
tools on the inner sides, the panel members will be allowed 
to rest in their horizontal positions. 

Amongst other modifications which could be made in the 
above embodiment while remaining within the scope of the 
invention are the following. Considerable variation in the 
design of the closure members and the body of the portable 
carrier generally may be made. For example, the carrier 
may be of simple suitcase form, without a separate frame 
such as 20, and with one or more locating panels between 
the main case members. The panels may be detachable. The 
panels themselves may be modified so as to be in the form 
of a simple frame or like structure provided it has 
sufficicent strength to support or Locate the fiand tools or 
the like in question. For example, an open frame with 
transverse bars might suit certain purposes. Many 
different methods for supporting the panels or frames in 
their upright position could be adopted as alternatives to 
the fasteners 30, including the use of stays to prop the 
panel or frame members in their required positions. 
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CLAIMS :- 

1 A portable carrier for hand tools or the like 
comprising 

a) a first closure member; 

b) a second closure member; 

c) said closure members defining a space within the 
carrier to receive hand tools or the like and being movable 
for example by pivoting relative to each other to open and 
close the carrier; and 

d) Locating means within the carrier to receive and 
locate said hand tools or the Like therein; 

characterised by 

e) an internal locating panel or frame positioned 
between said closure members and having additional locating 
means within the carrier to receive and locate additional 
hand tools or the like. 

2 A carrier according to claim 1 characterised by said 
internal locating panel or frame being pivotally mounted on 
said carrier. 

3 A carrier according to claim 1 or claim 2 
characterised by means for supporting said internal panel 
or frame in an upright position in the open condition of 
said carrier, whereby hand tools or the like thereon are 
displayed for access thereto. 

4 A carrier according to claim 3 characterised by said 
means for supporting comprising open frame means located 
between said first and second . c losu re members and forming a 
stiffening structure for said carrier during carrying, said 

pen frame means being arranged to extend generally 
upwardly in the open condition of said carrier and quick- 
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attach connection means being provided to connect said open 
frame to the internal panel or frame so as to hold the 
latter in said upright position. 

5 A carrier according to claim 4 characterised by said 
first and second closure members bei ng*adapted to extend 
generally horizontally in said open condition of said 
carrier, whereby the weight of hand tools thereon 
stabilizes said open frame means in its upwardly extending 
position. 

6 A carrier according to claim 4 or claim 5 
characterised by a manual support handle or the like 
mounted on said open frame for carrying purposes. 

7 A carrier according to any one of the preceding claims 
characterised by said internal panel or frame having 
resilient tool locating means which stretch or accommodate 
tools or the like. 

8 A carrier according to claim 7 characterised by said 
resilient tool locating means comprising lengths of 
resilient band material having quick-attach connection 
means at one end to enable tools to be inserted thereunder 
and resiliently held against said panel or frame after 
connection of said quick-attach connection means. 

9 A carrier according to any one of the preceding claims 
characterised by pocket means adapted to be detachably 
mounted within said carrier by quick-attach connection 
means. 



10 A portable carrier for hand toots and the like 
substantially as described herein with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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